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EPISODE 3: THE SEARCH FOR LIFE



Hey, did you see the readouts 
from the Venus data?

What are you talking about?

Is that...

...what I think 
it is ?

SOMETIME IN THE NOT SO DISTANT FUTURE,  
FROM A SPACEPORT SOMEWHERE ON PLANET EARTH…



1 MONTH LATER...

...With the identification 
of phosphine gas, 

we believe that there is the 
possibility of organic 

life on Venus.

…but now we’re stuck! 
Launching a scientific 
survey would simply  

cost too much and take  
a decade to execute…

Professor, 
I think you’re wrong.

What do you mean?  
But the evidence…

You’re wrong about  
not being able to  

survey Venus.

We can send a spacecraft there in  
2-3 years for significantly less than 
$50M… All we would need is a small 

canister that could deploy and inflate a 
small balloon. The balloon could loiter in 

the clouds with a sensor payload for  
at least 30 days.

Interesting... But between 
the spacecraft, balloon,  

and sensor, you still need a 
moderate amount of mass to do 
meaningful science. How can we 

affordably launch this?

A FEW WEEKS LATER, AT  
VIRGIN ORBIT LONG BEACH...

With our Virgin Interplanetary 
Service (VIP), we can give you 

more than enough performance to 
launch your payload and conduct 

meaningful scientific research  
with this mission.

Our LauncherOne VIP variant 
is simple and puts you in a direct 
hyperbolic trajectory so that 

you can reach Venus in just four 
to five months.

And with air-launch, we can 
enable longer launch windows, 
giving you the flexibility that 

you need to make sure your 
spacecraft is ready.



Next Stop: Venus!



Air-launch has given us lots of 
flexibility here, folks. We’ve identified 

a tailored trajectory that will 
eliminate our reliance on ground 

stations impacted by the Hurricane Joel.  
We’re also going to fly to a drop  

point that’s isolated...

Ok everyone... eyes on the prize!  
This is an interplanetary launch, 

and those opportunities don’t come often. 
Our window is wider thanks to Cosmic Girl 

but let’s not take advantage of 
that unless we have to!

...reducing the probability of 
running into any stray maritime 

traffic - and avoiding the 
high altitude winds that we’ve 

noticed in the area.

Cosmic Girl in the air 
and right on schedule.  

Proceeding to drop zone.









We’ve arrived at Venus!  
The aerobraking, descent, and 
deployment should begin soon.

Fingers crossed.

Braking sequence initiated… 
drogue chute  

successfully deployed!

6 MONTHS LATER



Spacecraft is in good health.  
Sensor package is deployed.  

First bits of data are incoming.

What are you seeing?

TO BE CONTINUED ...

My god, you won’t 
believe this…
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